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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 
An Improved <Jolf Practising Device, 



We, Robert Duncan, and George Dun- 
can, both British Subjects, and both of 255 
Main Street, Cambuslang, Glasgow, Scot- 
land, do hereby declare die invention, for 
which we pray that a patent may be granted 
to us, ana the method by which it is to be 
performed, to be particularly described in 
and by the following statement : — 

This invention has reference to devices 
employing a captive ball whereby golfers 
can practice driving and has for its object 
to provide a device by which the golfer will 
have an indication of the length of his 
drive if he had used a non-captive ball and 
also be given an indication of the direction 
of the drive. 

According to the present invention a 
device whereby golfers can practice driving 
comprises an upright supporting member, 
an arm supported by said member and pro- 
jecting- outwardly therefrom, a cord sus- 
pended from said arm a ball secured to 
the cord, and a tassel secured to the end of 
the cord and extending downwards from the 
ball, the construction being such that, when 
the end is hanging vertically the tassel bears 
on the ground or on a mat or baseband 
damps swinging of the ball and when a 

golfer hits the ball, as he would do m driving 

30 a non-captive golf ball, the cord winds on 
the supporting arm, tlie number of convolu- 
tions ox the cord and the direction in which 
the convolutions are formed denoting the 
length and direction in which the ball would 
have travelled if it was a non-captive golf 
ball. A w 

The said upright may be mounted on a 
base plate or it may be such that the foot 
thereof is adapted to be forced into the 
ground. 

In preference the upright is formed of two 
rods mounted vertically on a base plate, the 
rods at their upper ends being bent to He 
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adjacent to each other and to form or 
support the arm from which the cord is sus- 45 
pended. 

The arm may be in the form of a tubular 
rod having an aperture in the wall thereof 
in which is fitted a rubber like bush through 
which the cord is threaded, the bush fric- 50 
tionally gripping the cord but permitting it 
to be drawn therethrough to adjust the 
length of cord suspended from the arm. 

Preferred embodiments will now be des- 
cribed with reference to the accompanying 55 
drawings wherein : — 

Figure 1 is an elevation of one construc- 
tion of device in accordance with the inven- 
tion; 

Figure 2 is a plan view thereof; 60 

Figure 3 is an end view thereof; 

Figures 4, 5 and 6 are a side view of the 
arm with cord coiled thereon. Figure 4 
showing the convolutions as they would 
appear of the ball had been struck to travel 65 
in a path parallel to the side of the base, 
Figure 5 showing the convolutions as would 
appear if the ball was struck to travel in a 
path inclined to the right with respect to the 
fiist mentioned path and Figure 6 showing 70 
the convolutions as-they would appear if the 
ball was struck to travel in a path inclined 
to the left and 

Figures 7, 8 and 9 are perspective views 
each showing a further construction of 75 
device in acordance with the invention. 

The device shown in Figures 1 to 3 is 
provided with a base 10 on which is mounted 
two upright hollow posts 11 and 12. Fitted 
in each post is a rod 13 which is bent at 80 
right angles as at 14 and again bent to 
form two parallel arms 15 which extend 
adjacent to each other. Said parallel ends, 
which extend over the base in a plane 
parallel thereto, are encircled by a tube 16 85 
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and are damped therein by a pinch, screw 

17 screwed into the tube. 

Welded to the tube 16 is a tubular rod 

18 having in the wall thereof an aperture 
5 in which is fitted a rubber like bush 19. 

Threaded through the rod 18 and through 
the bush is a cord 20 which hangs down- 
wards and at its lower end passes diametric- 
ally through a ball 21. the extremity of the 
10 cord being secured to a tassel 22. 

The ball is preferably in the form of a 
light slotted spherical shell, such balls being 
well known to golfers. 
On the base directly below the ball is a 
15 piece of carpet material 23. 

The rods 13 are telescoped within the 
tubular posts 11 and 12 and are secured in 
their vertically adjusted position by means 
of pinch screws 24. 
20 using the device the rods 13 are vertic- 
ally adjusted so that rod 18 is at any desired 
height above the base 10. 
The cord is then drawn through the bush 

19 to support the ball in such a position 
25 that the tassel 22 bears on the carpet 

material 23 and thereby prevents the ball 
swinging when being addressed by the golfer. 

The golfer then addresses the ball as he 
would do a golf ball at the tee, that is he 
30 adopts a stance to enable nun to drive the 
ball in the direction indicated by the arrow 

CA m5^mts the ball the cord will coil 
around the tubular rod 18. and the number 
35 0 f convolutions will give an indication of 
the distance the ball would have travelled rf 
the ball was a non-captive conventional golf 

ba if the drive is in the direction of arrow 
40 'A' the convolutions will be close together, 
or some may be superimposed .on others. 
This is shown in Figure 4. 

Should, however, the drive be faulty such 
that if it was a non-captive golf ball, it 
46 would travel somewhat to the right of toe 
path indicated by the arrow *A' the convo- 
lutions of the cord will extend to the nght 
of the point of attachment of the cord to 
~the-rod-18 as-viewed in redirection of the 



50 arrow. This is shown in Figure 5. H the 
drive was such that a non-captive golf ball 
would have travelled to the left of the path 
indicated by the arrow the convolutions 
would be as shown in Figure 6. . 
55 Thus after each tune the ball is hit toe 
solfer examining the convolutions ; on the 
rod 18. can assess the drive he would have 
had if the ball was not a captive ball and 
was a conventional golf ball He is there- 
60 fore in a position to criticise his efforts and 
to profit tnerefrom. , 

The device shown in Figure 7 is formed 
by a stout wire or strip metal frame bent to 
form two upright legs $5 bent at nghtanges 
65 at their lower ends as at 26 to form feet 



interconnected by a cross member 27 and 
at their upper ends bent inwardly towards 
each other as at 28 and then bent to form 
two closely adjacent limbs 29 which may be 
said to constitute a rod with central gap. 70 
Such rod extends horizontally over a base 
formed by a length of canvas 30 stretched 
over the two feet 26. 

The cord 20 is inserted between the two 
limbs so that it is suspended from a pin 31 75 
inserted through the limbs and is then ex- 
tended backwards to a short spindle 32 
extending through the limbs, the cord being 
laced around the protruding ends of the 
spindle. . , _ 80 

The ball 21 and tassell 22 is suspended by 
the cord 20 and the device is used as pre- 
viously described. n . 

The construction shown in Figure 8 is 
similar to that shown in Figure 7 but differs 85 
therefrom in that the legs 25 are not bent 
to form feet but are made somewhat longer 
so that they can be forced into the ground. 

The device shown in Figure 9 is of a 
simpler construction in that it consists of a 90 
base 33, a single upright 34 supported by 
the base, and an arm 35 secured to the 
upright and over hanging the base, the cord 
36. ball 37 and tassel 38 being suspended 
from the said arm. This device is also used 95 
exactly as the above described. 

WHAT WE CLAIM IS : — 

1. A device whereby golfers can practice 
driving comprising an upright supporting 
member, an arm supported by said member 100 
and projecting outwardly therefrom, a cord 
suspended from said arm, a ball secured 

to the cord, and a tassel secured to the end 
of the cord and extending downwards from 
the ball, the construction being such that 105 
when the cord is hanging vertically the 
tassel bears on the ground or on a mat or 
base and damps swinging of the ball and 
when a golfer hits the bait as he would do 
in driving a non-captive golf ball, the cord 110 
winds on the supporting arm, the number 
of convolutions of the cord and the direction 
in which the convolutions are formed de- 
noting "the length andldirectibn in which the" 
ball would have travelled if it was a non- 115 
captive golf ball. 

2. A device as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein the upright is mounted on a base 
plate, 

3. A device as claimed in Claim 1 120 
wherein the foot thereof is adapted to be 
forced into the ground. _ . 

4. A device as claimed m Claim 2 
wherein the upright supporting member is 
formed of two rods mounted vertically on 125 
the base plate, the rods at their upper ends 
being bent to lie adjacent to each other and 

to form or support the arm from which the 
cord is suspended. ' 
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5. A device as claimed in Claim 1 
wherein the upright supporting member is 
formed by two legs bent at their lower 
ends to form feet and in which a canvas 
mat is stretched between the feet 

6. A device as claimed in any of the 
preceding claims wherein the arm consists 
of a tubular rod having an aperture in the 
wall thereof in which is fitted a rubber-like 
bush through which the cord is threaded, 
the bush frictionally gripping the cord but 
permitting it to be drawn therethrough to 



adjust the length of cord suspended from 
the arm. 

7. A device for the use of golfers in 
practicing driving substantially as herein 
described and shown in Figures 1 to 3, or 
in any of the Figures 7, 8 or 9 of the ac- 
companying drawings. 

MARKS & CLERK, 
Chartered Patent Agents, 
Agents for the Applicants. 
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